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Inland ValleysInland Valleys
of Southern Californiaof Southern California

Inland Valley 
sometimes called
 the Inland “Empire”
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The two County area is a land ofThe two County area is a land of
extremesextremes

llFrom the snowFrom the snow
capped mountainscapped mountains
in the Sanin the San
Bernardino andBernardino and
San Jacinto ranges.San Jacinto ranges.

To the sun scorched
deserts in San
Bernardino— Death
Valley in the high
deserts where the
temperatures can
reach upwards of
130 degrees–

to Riverside’s lower
deserts of the
Coachella Valley and
the golf courses of
Palm Springs.
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Other ExtremesOther Extremes

ll Riverside-San Bernardino have the only ClassRiverside-San Bernardino have the only Class
I Air Shed in the continental United StatesI Air Shed in the continental United States

San Bernardino has the highest levels of ozone pollution in theSan Bernardino has the highest levels of ozone pollution in the
nationnation..
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Riverside has the highest levels of PM10 in the nation—Riverside has the highest levels of PM10 in the nation—
4th in the world only after 4th in the world only after Jakarta, Indonesia; Calcutta,Jakarta, Indonesia; Calcutta,
India; and Bangkok, ThailandIndia; and Bangkok, Thailand

Mira Loma

Residents of our counties have always viewed these natural resources as a valuable asset to be guarded andResidents of our counties have always viewed these natural resources as a valuable asset to be guarded and
protected and enjoyed.  They create a unique opportunity for a quality of life that offers variety, open spaces, and aprotected and enjoyed.  They create a unique opportunity for a quality of life that offers variety, open spaces, and a
wide range of opportunities for recreation, contemplation and rejuvenation.wide range of opportunities for recreation, contemplation and rejuvenation.
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Los Angeles and OrangeLos Angeles and Orange
county developers have seencounty developers have seen

our area quite differently.our area quite differently.
They see it  more as a sink –They see it  more as a sink –

an area to deposit whatan area to deposit what
others don’t want,others don’t want,

or as merely vacantor as merely vacant
wasteland, to be used upwasteland, to be used up

with massive housingwith massive housing
developments, warehousesdevelopments, warehouses

and unwanted facilitiesand unwanted facilities
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The first example of our area beingThe first example of our area being
used as a dumping ground  is theused as a dumping ground  is the

Stringfellow Acid PitsStringfellow Acid Pits

A Class I
Hazardous Waste
site,  that operated
from 1956 through
1972, when it
closed.  During its
operation more
than 34 million
gallons of liquid
toxic waste was
dumped in the box
canyon elevated
above the
community of Glen
Avon.
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Stringfellow

Glen Avon

Pedley

Mira Loma

Santa Ana River

The resulting
pollution has
contaminated the
drinking water for the
people of Glen Avon,
Pedley, Mira Loma
and threatens the
Santa Ana River, the
drinking water source
for Orange County.
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Mira Loma

Health ImplicationsHealth Implications

ll  Kaiser Foundation Hospitals Study in our Kaiser Foundation Hospitals Study in our
area,  respiratory disease, chronic obstructivearea,  respiratory disease, chronic obstructive
lung disease, lung disease, pneumonia, heart disease andpneumonia, heart disease and
deathdeath  11

ll  University of Southern California (USC), University of Southern California (USC),
ChildrenChildren’’s Health Study found children in thes Health Study found children in the
Mira Loma area  to have the Mira Loma area  to have the slowest lungslowest lung
growthgrowth and  and weakest lung capacityweakest lung capacity..22

1 Van Den Eeden, Stephen; et al. “ Impact on Physician Visits and Hospital Admissions”,  Kaiser Permanente Hospital , presentation at Air
Pollution Health Impacts: Recent Findings, Implications, Dieselization, and Policy Initiatives, November 20, 1997.

2“Association Between Air Pollution and Lung Function Growth in Southern California Children”, American Journal of Respiratory and Critical
Care Medicine; Gauderman, W. James; McConnell Rob; et al, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California School of
Medicine, Los Angeles.

1 Van Den Eeden, Stephen; et al. “ Impact on Physician Visits and Hospital Admissions”,  Kaiser Permanente Hospital , presentation at Air
Pollution Health Impacts: Recent Findings, Implications, Dieselization, and Policy Initiatives, November 20, 1997.

2“Association Between Air Pollution and Lung Function Growth in Southern California Children”, American Journal of Respiratory and Critical
Care Medicine; Gauderman, W. James; McConnell Rob; et al, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California School of
Medicine, Los Angeles.
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Starting in 1999, southern California
began looking to the Inland Valleys for
room to expand.   As the LA and Long
Beach Ports expanded,  global trade hit
close to home.

The  convenient location to freeways,
airports or rail lines make the Inland
Valleys of Riverside and San Bernardino
prime locations for manufacturing and
industrial facilities, warehouses and
distribution centers.

..
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Aerial Photos of Mira Loma
area: CCAEJ

Aerial Photos of Mira Loma
area: CCAEJ
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Aerial Photos of Mira Loma
area: CCAEJ

Aerial Photos of Mira Loma
area: CCAEJ
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Proposed Galena off-ramp

New warehouses

Alternative off ramp route

Mira Loma
Village

Union Pacific

Hundreds of warehouses and other trucking facilities; three massive rail yards 
and intermodal facilities;  and two major air cargo ports.

Ontario Int’l. Norton

March Global Port
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ll 450 different chemical compounds450 different chemical compounds
ll 40 are known to cause cancer40 are known to cause cancer
llToxic substanceToxic substance

Diesel ExhaustDiesel Exhaust

SCAQMD  “Mira Loma Specific Air Management Project”,  2002.  Presentation by Mike
Nazemi before the Mira Loma Community Committee. August 29, 2002.

SCAQMD  “Mira Loma Specific Air Management Project”,  2002.  Presentation by Mike
Nazemi before the Mira Loma Community Committee. August 29, 2002.

“If we have diesel sources, “If we have diesel sources, 
the best thing we can do is the best thing we can do is 
to keep them 500 meters to keep them 500 meters 
away from people.” SCAQMDaway from people.” SCAQMD
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Overarching Issues of the AreaOverarching Issues of the Area

Land Use:Land Use:

qqBring EJBring EJ
considerations intoconsiderations into
planning processplanning process

qqActive ParticipationActive Participation
by agencies inby agencies in
advising localadvising local
government ongovernment on
environmentalenvironmental
health/justice issues.health/justice issues.

qqActively discourageActively discourage
incompatible landincompatible land
uses.uses.

qqNo industrial facilitiesNo industrial facilities
in/adjacent toin/adjacent to
residential areasresidential areas

qqRequire buffer zonesRequire buffer zones
(500 meters) between(500 meters) between
diesel sources  anddiesel sources  and
sensitive receptorssensitive receptors

qqAdvocate on behalf ofAdvocate on behalf of
local neighborhoodlocal neighborhood
residents’ healthresidents’ health

qqReview current use ofReview current use of
redevelopment andredevelopment and
eminent domaineminent domain

Community Recommendations-Community Recommendations-
Goods Movement:Goods Movement:

ll Require cumulativeRequire cumulative
impact analysis forimpact analysis for
regional goods movementregional goods movement
industryindustry

ll Conduct specificConduct specific
community pilot programscommunity pilot programs
to evaluate local impactsto evaluate local impacts

ll Take whatever measures areTake whatever measures are
necessary to  convertnecessary to  convert
transportation equipment awaytransportation equipment away
from diesel to alternative fuelsfrom diesel to alternative fuels

ll  Mandate that transportation Mandate that transportation
plans and regionalplans and regional
development plans must meetdevelopment plans must meet
goals of the Clean Air Act.goals of the Clean Air Act.

ll Mandate idling restrictions forMandate idling restrictions for
trucks and trains.trucks and trains.
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..

We Can’t Afford To WaitWe Can’t Afford To Wait
Any Longer!Any Longer!


